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The concept of peace is as old as human civilizations and it is one of the major 
component of international politics and global world, which defines the relations of states in 
its specific way. The concept of peace is different at individual, state and global level, but 
achieving peace and to be in a state of peace is a global agenda, which, unfortunately, could 
not be achieved completely and globally, particularly in the global south. According to the 
Global Peace Index report 2016, “the world has become slightly less peaceful - by 0.53 per 
cent - when compared to the prior year.”1

 Because, almost every region of the world is facing 
conflicts, violence, jingoism and acts of terrorism, which ultimately, threat to the peace of 
individuals, societies and the world as whole. In a broader sense “the concept of peace and 
conflict, to many writers, are inseparable, interrelated and interlinked.”2 Wars, conflicts, 
violence and antagonism are global concern and major threat to peace of all, which require 
immediate short and long term planning and strategies for building peace at individual, state 
and global level. 

The case study of Pakistan is one of the example of current conflict zones, where 
terrorism, violence, conflicts, intolerance and jingoism are at very high level, which need 
fruitful and worthy measures to build long term peace in the country. In Pakistan the 
conditions transformed in extreme conflicts in last few decades and these conflicts were 
poorly mismanaged at state and institutes level. According to a report published in Peace 
works Journal, which stated that “Pakistan has experienced a significant rise in violence in 
terms of frequency, scope, and magnitude. During the past decade, violence has become 
endemic across many parts of Pakistan. The country’s own experience suggests that if the 
existing conditions persist, the country could face escalation of violence levels, widespread 
lawlessness, and potential fragmentation.”3 While probing the transformation of peace 
conditions into conflicts, Harun ur Rashid argues that, “the peace conditions do not worsen 
rapidly. It takes time to build up conflicting situations. When there are signs of destabilizing 
or of misunderstanding between the two or more nations or between the two religious or 
ethnic communities within a country, it is an appropriate time to talk to each other to settle 
differences or remove misunderstanding so that peace prevails.”4  

Pakistan is facing the extreme conflicts and violence since years, if we see from 
Karachi to Khyber and Baluchistan to Kashmir, we will find the absence of peace and 
presence of conflicts and violence everywhere. “The Global Peace Index 2016 ranked 
Pakistan 153 in the world and Pakistan stands second last in South Asia, just before 
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Afghanistan.”5 The absence of peace raises so many questions on the credibility of the 
governments and institutions in Pakistan. The lack of political will, determination and 
inefficiencies of state and its institutes are the basic reason behind transforming peace into 
conflicts and violence. There are many instruments of transforming the conflicts into peace, 
avoiding conflicts and building peace, which are frequently used in the west and global north. 
Like human development, law and order, justice, peace education, media, civil society, 
professionals, aids, NGOs and so and on. But in my opinion peace education is one of the 
most important tool to build peace in conflict driven society like Pakistan. 

This essay is an attempt to briefly highlight the significance of peace education in 
context of Pakistan and also suggest some of the measures and solutions that will be helpful 
for building peace through peace education. Before moving to the significance of peace 
education, it is better to first understand that what is peace and peace education. 

The Penguin Dictionary of International Relations defines peace, “Absence of war. 
Broadly, three conditions of world politics can be identified: war, non-war and peace”.6 
While the David P. Barash defines, “peace can and must include not only absence of war but 
also the establishment of positive life-affirming and life-enhancing values and structures.”7 
According to Harun ur Rashid, “elimination of hunger and poverty and establishment of 
social justice are the true conditions of peace.”8 

The Article-26 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights defines peace education as, 
“Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and 
shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.”9 Peace 
education basically means to teach and educate the skills, trainings and aptitude that how to 
be tolerant, non-violent and pacific. Children, youth are the main target group of delivering 
peace education. 

Pakistan since its creation has been facing political, social and economic crisis that 
lead to the country toward the conflicts in the later years. The conflicts array from internal to 
external, the external conflicts included, territorial, border, water, security, refugee’s issues 
and cross border terrorism, while the internal conflicts included a wide range from political, 
economic, social to cultural, religious and ethnic. Religious extremism, discrimination against 
minority, chauvinism, protests, corruption, nepotism, unemployment and massive violation of 
human rights are the basic cause of conflicts and violence. All these conflicts and violence 
badly impact the society and nation as a whole, which ultimately changing the behavior of the 
people. As a result, the society has become intolerant, violent, hostile and antagonist.  
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All these political, social, economic, cultural and religious evils and vices can be 
removed through educating the people that how to be peacekeeper and peacemaker. 
Education is one of the most powerful instrument for progress and prosperity of any nation 
and state, while peace education is a vital component of quality education. Because its 
objective is to establish long term peace, harmony and tolerance. The significance of peace 
education is that, it prevents and avoids conflicts and builds the culture of peace, tolerance, 
acceptance, reconciliation, interfaith and intercultural harmony and non-violence. United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is one of the supreme 
and most vibrant organization, which is working for the global education and promoting 
peace education. Its concept of building peace is very unique, it says “Building peace in the 
minds of men and women.”10 

Keeping in view the concept of UNESCO, it is very essential to understand that how 
significance is peace education. But unfortunately, Pakistan is far behind to even understand 
the significance and necessity of education. Education has never given importance and 
priority at state level in Pakistan and the government always expended a very tiny portion of 
its budget on education. According to UNESCO country details Pakistan, “government 
expenditure on education was 2.49% of GDP in 2015.”11, the data shows the willingness and 
commitment of the government toward becoming a prosperous and peaceful state. Similarly, 
as per the “UNESCO Data Centre, Pakistan’s literacy rate is 56.44 %,”12 which stands 
country at 154 position in the world ranking. While in contrast, the government military 
expenditures are higher than the education. According to the World Bank data “the 
government expended 3.6% of its GDP on military expenditures in 2015.”13 

Pakistan needs to understand that the role of peace education is very important in 
order to build culture of peace in the country. Peace education can drive the society from 
conflicts and violence to peace and harmony. Let’s take example of the west. How the entire 
west was engaged in multiple wars and arms conflicts, violence was everywhere in the 
eastern and western sides of the Europe and they were more intolerant and jingoistic. But 
what did the west do after the destructive and horrible two World Wars? How the west 
reemerged with one goal of peace? Education was and is their priority and they adopted the 
peace education for building peace in the west. They promote diversity, multiculturalism, 
respect for all, human rights and equality. And after the years of struggle they build a 
peaceful Europe and more tolerant, pacifist and non-violent society. All they achieved just 
because education of peace. 

Following the footsteps of developed and peaceful nations of the west and the world, 
Pakistan should implement peace education in every corner of the state and promote the 
cultural of peace through peace education. What need to be done is to take some positive 
measures for the implementation of peace education at the grass root level, which requires 
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fundamental changes. This study suggests some prolific recommendations, which will 
definitely be helpful in getting desired objectives of peace education and creating a culture of 
peace. Following are the recommendations: 

1. Training Educators: Educators are the primary tool of peace educations, they are the 
one who can deliver the peace skills, trainings and change the behavior of the people. 
They must be well trained and well equipped with relevant knowledge. They must be 
sent to higher academies and institutions in abroad for the proper training and 
knowledge. So that they will be capable enough to deliver the required knowledge, 
skills and trainings to children, and adult. 

2. Change curricula: the government need to change the curricula from primary to higher 
level and should prepare the new syllabus of peace education. It is very important to 
change the outdated, outlawed and contradicted syllabus and also cultural and 
religious molded syllabus. The disciplines of history, geography, economy, religious 
history, Pakistan studies, and science & technology etc. need to be changed and 
include new syllabus that talk about peace and harmony. Syllabus should not be 
biased and against any culture, identity, religion, and group. The curricula are of 
utmost important, because content of every subject is the feed of the student, so which 
we feed to students they produce and behave like in that way. If we teach them wars, 
conflicts, violence they will definitely become aggressive, violent and belligerent. 

3. Free and standard education for every citizen of Pakistan: The Article-25A of the 
Constitution of Pakistan guarantee the free education to all children”14. What 
government need to do is implement on this Article of the Constitution and provide 
free and standard education to every citizen. The prime focus should be on the 
children and adult. Because the societies where education is promoted to everyone, 
that will progress toward peace. Education gives the power to establish a culture of 
peace, tolerance and non-violence. 

4. Infrastructure development and basic facilities: It is very important to the government 
to develop the best infrastructure and provide facilities, which will create peaceful 
environment in the schools, colleges, university, institutions and organizations. 
Peaceful environment is very important and favorable to peace education. We have 
been seeing the schools, colleges, institutions and universities without the basic 
facilities and infrastructure in Pakistan. 

5. Peace Institutes: One of the immediate need is to establish peace institutes in schools, 
colleges, universities and academic institutes. Peace institutes are the primary place to 
produce peace literature and peace education. Peace institutes helps in creating the 
culture of peace in the people and deliver relevant skills, training and peace literature 
Haroon ur Rashid argues that, “Conflicts have devastating effects on socio-economic 
conditions of the world community. Today the growing awareness of danger of 
internal and external conflicts has promoted to set up Peace Research Institutes to 
promote peace and reduce conflicts.”15 There are many peace institutes in the 
developed countries working for the promotion of peace and producing peace 
literature. 
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6. Democratization: Promoting democratic values is the prime requirement of peace 
education. Pakistan need to promote democratic values like, freedom, equality, 
respect of human rights, diversity and cooperation. These democratic values will be 
helpful in creating a peaceful and non-violence society. “The key to building a 
democratic peace – that is to say, desirable contextual conditions for peace learning – 
is to break through the vicious cycle of violence and to reconstruct relations based on 
dialogue, agreed rules and mutual understanding. Ending violence is very difficult 
without democratization of structures and it is a huge challenge for peace education to 
consider that isolated changes on content and form within certain contextual 
conditions would provoke transformation itself.”16 

7. Social and cultural activities: Social and cultural activities are vibrant components of 
peace education. The government should promote these activities and engage the 
people in healthy social and cultural activities. In this way multi-ethnic people will 
interact with each other and multicultural and heterogeneous environment will 
prevail. 

8. Media: Media is an essential instrument of transforming the quick and easy 
information and knowledge to the people. Its role in promoting the peace education 
cannot be neglected. But unfortunately, what we have been observing that media 
houses in Pakistan are not playing their part for building the culture of peace. Almost 
all the media channels are broadcasting the content of violence, conflicts, and protests 
every day.  They need to realize that the content which they are spreading, will badly 
impact on the minds of the masses. Media should promote peace programs, peace 
talks, reconciliatory efforts and talk about the peace rather than conflict and violence. 

Alicia Cabezudo and Magnus Haavelsrud argue that “Peace education has to identify 
appropriate teaching–learning activities, new contents and transformative strategies for the 
settlement of peace learning pedagogies coming from political and social praxis as well as 
new tools and forms developed in non-formal practices.”17 

There is no other way for building long term peace in Pakistan better than peace 
education. But it is all about the political will and determination. Pakistan will have to realize 
the significance of peace education, that the expenditures on education is far better than the 
expenditures on arms. Because the nature of peace education emphasis on conflict prevention 
and resolution and building a culture of peace in the society and nation. It also promotes 
multiculturalism, human rights respect, non-violence and democratic values. Peace Education 
is one of the best possible solution of conflict resolutions and building peace in Pakistan. It is 
the need of the hour that government should revisit its policies regarding building peace and 
approach peace education rather than militarization. 
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